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You have probably run into this before 
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Closed-access research

▸ Traditionally, scientific research was 
published in journals on paper

▸ Libraries paid for subscriptions to all 
the journals, and everyone got what 
they needed
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Closed-access research 

▸ But now the amount of research, and 
number of journals has exploded, 
and no library can afford them all 

▸ At uOttawa, we still have access to 
almost all of the top journals in 
mechanical engineering, but other 
universities don’t 
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Closed-access research 

5

Shu, F., Mongeon, P., Haustein, S., 

Siler, K., Alperin, J., & Larivière, V. 

(2018). Is It Such a Big Deal? On 

the Cost of Journal Use in the Digital 

Era. College & Research Libraries, 

79(6), 785–798. 

https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.79.6.785

https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.79.6.785


Open-access research 

▸ Open-access papers are available 
for anyone to read for free online 

▸ Governments don’t want to pay to 
fund research grants, and then pay 
again for access to the research that 
they funded 

▸ Many researchers also want their 
research to be widely read/available
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Open-access research 

▸ Your work being open-access makes 
it easier for people to use and cite it 
– especially people in industry, and 
from developing countries
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OA requirements

▸ For research funded by NSERC 
grants in 2015 or later (as well as 
CIHR and other funding agencies), 
the journal articles of that research 
need to be made open-access as per 
this policy 
▹ Does not apply to conference

papers
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https://science.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_F6765465.html?OpenDocument


How are we doing? 

▸ For NSERC research at uOttawa as a 
whole, about 50% of the articles that 
should be open, are open right now 

▸ For Mech Eng, it is only 33% 

▸ In fields like biomedical eng, much 
more research is open 

I found this using an advanced Scopus
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How are we doing? 

▸ Google Scholar has just added a 
‘tracker’ that attempts to show this 
compliance for individual author 
profiles 

▸ It is not super-accurate but is a good 
barometer 
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How are we doing? 
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The two ways to do OA  

12https://scholarlycommunication.uottawa.ca/open-access/practice-open-access



The two ways to do OA  

▸ There are different types of OA but two main 
paths you can use:
1. Open-access directly on the journal 

website (the more ‘official way’) 
▹ You can publish in a fully open-

access journal, or you can opt for OA 
in most subscription journals 
(‘hybrid’) 

▹ Easy, but expensive publishing 
charge (often $2000-$4000)
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The two ways to do OA  

▸ There are different types of OA but two main 
paths you can use:
1. Open-access directly on the journal 

website (the more ‘official way’) 
▹ The Library offers partial 50% 

funding for these fees for articles 
fully open-access journals (‘gold OA’) 

▹ Also offers 20% discount for either 
type of OA article in Elsevier, Taylor 
& Francis, CUP, and a few others

▹ https://scholarlycommunication.uot
tawa.ca/content/application-form
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https://scholarlycommunication.uottawa.ca/content/application-form


The two ways to do OA  

▸ There are different types of OA but two main 
paths you can use:

2. Posting a version of your article yourself 
in another place online (self-archiving or 
‘green OA’) 
▹ This is free but you need to make sure

you follow the rules of your journal and 
of your funding body 
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Self-archiving

▸ Virtually all major publishers allow you to 
share the accepted manuscript of a journal 
article in an institutional or disciplinary 
repository within 0, 12 or 24 months of 
publication 
▹ This includes Elsevier, Springer, T&F, 

IEEE, ASME 
▹ Sites ResearchGate, Google Drive,

Semantic Scholar, etc do not qualify 
according to the rules of NSERC or 
publishers 16



Article versions
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‘Accepted manuscript’ 
after peer-review

Published version after 
formatting 



Rules 

NSERC’s policy requires that the article be 
OA using one of the two paths within 12 
months 
▹ If your article is > 24 months old you can

post the accepted manuscript in 
uoResearch right away

▹ If < 24 months old, you should check
rules first. A site called Sherpa Romeo
collects publisher rules, or you can 
email me 
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https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/


Rules 

▸ Many publishers ask/require you to include 
a link to the official journal version of the 
article if you self-archive the manuscript

▸ It’s a good idea to include the full citation
and ask readers to cite that, rather than link 
to the self-archived version, so that all your 
citations go to the same place 

▸ You can include this as a footer if you have
the Word document, or add a note when 
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Which repository to use 

▸ You can use a disciplinary repository but 
there aren’t really any prominent ones in 
mechanical engineering

▸ Fortunately, uOttawa has one!

▸ Of course, you should check with your co-
authors before doing this 
▹ It’s possible one of them already

deposited it somewhere

▸
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Submitting to uoResearch

▸ Submitting to uoResearch is pretty easy – no 
need to enter your info, just use your 
uOttawa account and have the article DOI 

https://ruor.uottawa.ca/

21

https://ruor.uottawa.ca/


Submitting to uoResearch

▸ If you aren’t allowed to post your paper yet, 
you can submit it today and set an ‘embargo 
date’ when it will automatically be released  
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How will this OA version be found? 

▸ Papers in uoResearch are indexed by Google 
Scholar within a few days 

▸ The official version is linked from the title, 
and the free version to the right 
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How will this OA version be found? 

▸ Web of Science and Scopus are also adding 
them  
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Finding open-access research 

▸ A database called Unpaywall contains links 
to legal free versions of 30m articles 
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▸ These links are integrated 
into library’s Omni search

▸ Browser extension will  
automatically notify you 
when there is an OA version



Theses 

▸ As part of the PhD thesis completion 
process, you submit your thesis to the 
uoResearch repository using a similar 
process to an article 

▸ Masters theses are not required to do this

▸ You need to ensure you have permission for 
any images you use from another source, or 
for including an article that was published 
elsewhere 

26



Research data 

▸ The Canadian Tri Agencies have released a 
roadmap this spring that calls for 
researchers to develop data management 
plans for their research data 
▹ How will data be collected, stored, 

organized, shared among collaborators

▸ NSERC will likely introduce a requirement to 
share some form of research data in the 
next few years (unless there is an ethical 
reason for not sharing) 
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https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_97610.html


Any questions? 

▸ You can always email me for help

▸ See this page from the library’s Scholarly
Communications team for a summary of OA
methods
https://scholarlycommunication.uottawa.ca
/open-access/practice-open-access

▸ Evan.sterling@uottawa.ca
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